ANDREW VERNON'S MATH 4 — CLASS NOTES

I The Area of a Trapezoid

A trapezoid is a quadrilateral (four-sided shape) with at least one pair of parallel sides. Here are some examples and
how they relate to other quadrilaterals:

To find the area of a trapezoid, we start with the following diagram:
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If we create a rectangle with side lengths b and & by adding in two triangles, we can find the area of the trapezoid by
finding the area of the rectangle and then subtracting the area of the two triangles:
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Using the above diagram, the area of any trapezoid is:
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